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FOR IMMEllI/lTE RELEASE
6 February 1975
WASHINGTON, D C--Rep E (Kika) de la Garza announced that Chairman
Thomas S Foley, D-Wash., of the House Committee on Agriculture, advised him
that two subcommittees will hold joint hearings on proposals to increase commodity price support levels fixed in the Agriculture and Consumer Protection
Act of 1973.
They will be conducted by the Livestock and Grains Subcommittee,
headed by Rep W R (Bob) Poage, D-Tex., and the Cotton Subcommittee, headed
by Rep David R Bowen, D-Miss.

They will be held Tuesday, IYednesday, and

Thursday, February 18-20.
Rep de la Garza pointed out that under existing law the so-called
target price levels are $2.05 a bushel on wheat, $1.38 a bushel on feed grains,
and 38 cents a pound on cotton.

The South Texan explained how the law

guarantees the producer will receive that amount, authorizing payments to
make up the difference if he receives less than the target level.

Loans also

are provided in the Act, and pending bills would increase the rates.
"All interested parties, including officials of the Department of
Agriculture and spokesmen for various farm organizations, will be invited to
testify.

This is a vitally important matter, because the ability of American

farmers and ranchers to produce the food and fiber we need for both domestic
use and export is involved,", de 1a Garza said.
By holding a joint hearing at which farm organizations and others
representing wide agricultural interests can testify, the Committee will be
able to expedite consideration of various proposals and get a measure to the
House floor for action.
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